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wife, found this tremendous sculpture
about everybody that had contributed,
but there were no depictions of slaves
and their contribution.

So all of the dialogue tonight has
been very, very important in beginning
to recognize and bring forward, as
scholars are, as forums are going on in
our universities, in which we are bring-
ing up the records of the slaves, of
their travels across the waters, the in-
surance records, and a lot of other fac-
tual materials.

So it seems to me that we are moving
inextricably into the question of how
we recognize and study the question of
reparations as may affect them. I could
not imagine this conversation just
going on tonight without us examining
what we do in the preparation of a
commission to study the history of
slaves and their descendants in terms
of their contributions and where we
might fit into the picture presently.

So I see this as a tapestry, a very im-
portant part of it. I see the hate crimes
bill shortly being very important in
which we take the subject of the lynch-
ing, the hate crimes started back in
the 1920s when the civil rights move-
ment, the NAACP began the great rush
to federalize the lynching of African
Americans. Then, after Dr. King’s as-
sassination in 1968, we got the first
hate crimes bill; and we have another
pending in this body now.

So much of our legislation is moving
together. This resolution giving rec-
ognition to the contribution of people
of color, both free and enslaved, is a
very important step forward. I com-
mend all who have contributed toward
it.

I thank the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER) for yielding me this
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ISAKSON). The gentleman from Okla-
homa (Mr. WATTS) has reserved the bal-
ance of his time and has the right to
close.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I have no additional re-
quests for time. But I know that, on
both sides of the aisle, if they were on
the floor, all Members would want to
rise in support of this resolution. Every
Member would want to recognize the
importance of the principle involved in
the adoption of this resolution, the rec-
ognition of those who have been ig-
nored, forgotten, hidden, in part, per-
haps, because of the shame that a soci-
ety shared for on the one hand saying
it believed in freedom and on the other
hand enslaving a people because of the
color of their skin.

This resolution is important in my
opinion, Mr. Speaker, not only to rec-
ognize those who participated and la-
bored and who helped build this Cap-
itol, but it is also important, it seems
to me, because it reminds us of the
contradictions between our principles
and our performance.

It heightens our awareness, Mr.
Speaker, of the gulf that sometimes ex-

ists between our promises and our
practice. I introduced, Mr. Speaker, the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. CON-
YERS). I remember standing with him
on the front of this Capitol and sup-
porting him in his leadership of the ne-
cessity to recognize the contributions
made by Martin Luther King, Jr. who,
in 1963, stood just some thousands of
yards from where we stand right now
and reminded the Nation in a compel-
ling address that we ought to live out
the dream and make reality the prom-
ises that we had made.

Our Nation responded. This Congress
responded. We passed legislation to try
to make reality the promises of the
13th Amendment passed 100 years be-
fore. Whether it was in employment or
housing or public accommodations, we
said that America was not a land in
which we ought to discriminate against
individuals based upon such arbitrary
distinction as color of skin or national
origin or religion.

In fact, we are still arguing today
about artificial distinctions we make
between human beings and whether
they ought to be discriminated against,
not on what they do to us or laws that
they break, but on what they may be
that is different from us.

Mr. Speaker, that is why this resolu-
tion is important, not only as the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. WATTS)
and the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
LEWIS) have so eloquently pointed out,
to recognize the contribution of the in-
dividuals who helped build this Capitol
and, as the gentlewoman from the Dis-
trict of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) has
pointed out, built so many others, in-
cluding the White House, Monticello,
and Mount Vernon. I can go on in list-
ing the dwellings that we know are
dwellings in which democracy saw its
genesis and its growth.

This resolution is significant because
it also teaches us to be aware daily of
the necessity of applying our principles
in practice.

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, again, this
bill recognizes the long-ignored role of
African American slaves in building
the United States Capitol. Again, in
closing, I thank the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LEWIS), I thank the gen-
tleman from California (Chairman
THOMAS), the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. HOYER), ranking member, I
thank them for their efforts on behalf
of this resolution.

Again, this year we celebrate the bi-
centennial of the United States Gov-
ernment’s arrival here in Washington.
Proper recognition for these laborers is
long past due.
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We often, as Members of Congress,
get to drive into the grounds or drive
onto these grounds; and at night espe-
cially driving onto these grounds we
see our Nation’s dome, the Nation’s
Capitol and remind ourselves that this

building that we stand in today is rec-
ognized as the symbol of freedom for
all the world. This resolution today
again recognizes the contribution that
slave labor played in building the sym-
bol of freedom.

Mr. Speaker, I remind us that, on the
Senate side, the Senate version of this
bill is sponsored by Senator ABRAHAM
from Michigan and Senator LINCOLN
from Arkansas. So, on the Senate side,
this bill will be known as the Abraham/
Lincoln bill. Very fitting.

Again, thanks to my colleagues for
this bipartisan support that we have
seen in bringing this effort forward and
making it happen here this evening.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 minute to the
gentleman from California (Mr. THOM-
AS).

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me the
time.

Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to respond
in part to my friend and colleague, the
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER),
in terms of his supposition that per-
haps it was out of shame.

I think I will just tell the gentleman
that it was far more fundamental than
that, and it was that common physical
labor is not a high achievement and
that we never, even to this day, recog-
nize the fact that without it we would
not have what we have today.

The thing I like most about this,
given the discussion, the participants,
and the reflection on history, is that
one of the fundamentals of democracy
is in the inherent belief that an indi-
vidual is worth something simply be-
cause they are alive and that what we
are doing here is celebrating the obvi-
ous acknowledgment of our shared hu-
manity in the best way we can in
reaching back and telling those people,
thank you, thank you very much for
that basic physical labor that produced
the opportunity, as Mr. DAVIS so elo-
quently indicated, the gentlewoman
from the District of Columbia (Ms.
HOLMES) indicated, we forget about.

So it is in the shared humanity of
our recognition that I think we can all
share and appreciate.

Mr. WATTS of Oklahoma. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ISAKSON). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. WATTS) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution, H. Con. Res. 368.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

GENERAL LEAVE
Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 368.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

VerDate 12-SEP-2000 06:51 Sep 13, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00073 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12SE7.161 pfrm02 PsN: H12PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7448 September 12, 2000
There was no objection.
f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING
POINTS OF ORDER AGAINST CON-
FERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1654,
NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION AU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2000

Mr. REYNOLDS (during debate on H.
Con. Res. 368) from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 106–844) on the resolution (H.
Res. 574) waiving points of order
against the conference report to ac-
company the bill (H.R. 1654) to author-
ize appropriations for the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration
for fiscal years 2000, 2001, and 2002, and
for other purposes, which was referred
to the House Calendar and ordered to
be printed.
f

SCOUTING FOR ALL ACT

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4892) to repeal the Federal
charter of the Boy Scouts of America.

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 4892

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Scouting for
All Act’’.
SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds the following:
(1) Federal charters are prestigious distinc-

tions awarded to organizations with a patri-
otic, charitable, or educational purpose.

(2) Although intended as an honorific title,
a Federal charter implies Government sup-
port for such organizations.

(3) In 1916, the Federal Government grant-
ed a Federal charter to the Boy Scouts of
America.

(4) Although the Boy Scouts of America
promotes the social and civic development of
young boys through mentoring, it also sets
an example of intolerance through its dis-
criminatory policy regarding sexual orienta-
tion.

(5) Federal support for the Boy Scouts of
America indirectly supports the organiza-
tion’s policy to exclude homosexuals.

(6) A policy of excluding homosexuals is
contradictory to the Federal Government’s
support for diversity and tolerance and
should not be condoned as patriotic, chari-
table, or educational.
SEC. 3. REPEAL OF FEDERAL CHARTER OF BOY

SCOUTS OF AMERICA.
(a) REPEAL.—Chapter 309 of title 36, United

States Code, which grants a Federal charter
to the Boy Scouts of America, is repealed.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The analysis at
the beginning of subtitle II of title 36, United
States Code, is amended by striking the item
relating to chapter 309.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. HUTCHINSON) and the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. CONYERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arkansas (Mr. HUTCHINSON).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-

bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H.R. 4892.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Arkansas?

There was no objection.
Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, I

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, while I do not support
this bill, I do believe it is appropriate
that it be brought up for consideration
at this time. I rise in opposition to
H.R. 4892.

This legislation that has been offered
by the gentlewoman from California
(Ms. WOOLSEY) is a bill to revoke the
80-year-old Federal charter of the Boy
Scouts of America.

Tonight, scouts and scout leaders all
across this great country are watching
these proceedings. They are watching
with amazement that the Congress of
the United States is debating a bill to
revoke their charter.

Now, why is this bill being offered?
Why should it be considered to revoke
the charter of the Boy Scouts? It is
hard to figure.

First of all, there are no appropriated
Federal funds that are used to support
the Boy Scouts of America. It is simply
a Federal charter that is granted to
other patriotic-type organizations that
allow them to protect the emblems and
symbols that they have.

The Boy Scouts have worked for over
80 years with the youth of our Nation,
building leadership and molding char-
acter. The charter of the Boy Scouts,
granted by this Congress, states that
they will promote patriotism, courage,
self-reliance, and kindred virtues, vir-
tues that we desperately need in this
country.

Millions of scouts are trained under
the leadership of this great organiza-
tion. They provide over 3 million boys
and young adults the opportunity to
participate in educational programs. In
1998, the Boy Scouts contributed over
52 million community service hours to
our Nation and is committed to pro-
viding an additional 1 million service
hours to preserving the environment at
our national parks.

Another reason that this bill is ill-
advised is that the Supreme Court of
the United States affirmed the first
amendment freedom of the Boy Scouts
to exclude scout masters who do not
support the values of the Boy Scouts of
America. We should adhere to the opin-
ion of the United States Supreme
Court.

Finally, the Attorney General of this
country has given an opinion that the
use by Federal lands of the Boy Scouts
does not convene even in any executive
order of this administration.

Mr. Speaker, the Boy Scouts of
America today are under attack by
this legislation and by others in Amer-
ica. I believe an organization that sup-
ports our values and our freedoms and
builds leadership among young people
should be supported and we should de-
fend the Boy Scouts of America.

This legislation that is being offered
is punitive in nature to revoke their
charter, it is ill-advised, and should be
defeated.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today under some
very confusing circumstances. I would
like to refer to the manager of the bill,
the gentleman from Arkansas (Mr.
HUTCHINSON). I thought I heard him say
that he was moving to suspend the
rules and pass a bill that he is now say-
ing that he is opposed to.

I thought he was the one that caused
this bill to be brought to the floor and
that it was him that is urging its pas-
sage.

Did I hear him correctly?
Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, will

the gentleman yield?
Mr. CONYERS. I yield to the gen-

tleman from Arkansas.
Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, I

thank the gentleman for yielding.
Mr. Speaker, this legislation being

offered by Members on their side is
being brought under the Suspension
Calendar, and in order to debate it and
provide the sponsors of the legislation
an opportunity to explain their reasons
why the Boy Scouts charter should be
revoked, is being brought up. And so I
procedurally asked that the rules be
suspended for its consideration.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, reclaim-
ing my time, I see. I thank the gen-
tleman for that information.

Now, we are both on the Committee
on the Judiciary. Did this bill go
through the committee?

I continue to yield to the ranking
member on the Republican side.

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

The legislation has not been reported
by the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
you.

Mr. Speaker, I ask the gentleman,
have there been any hearings in the
Committee on the Judiciary?

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, as
the ranking member, I think the gen-
tleman is fully aware that we have not
conducted any hearings on this legisla-
tion.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman again for his comments.
And so you are against this bill, have
not had any hearings, there have been
no votes in committee, and you are
urging that we rush it through this
process when it has never been through
the committee.

If that is the case, sir, then I would
ask unanimous consent to have this
suspension bill removed from the cal-
endar.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Does the
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. HUTCH-
INSON) yield for that request?

Mr. HUTCHINSON. Mr. Speaker, I
certainly object to the request. I would
ask the gentleman to yield for a re-
sponse.

VerDate 12-SEP-2000 05:34 Sep 13, 2000 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00074 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12SE7.166 pfrm02 PsN: H12PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-29T09:13:34-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




